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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

18-25. (Canceled) 



26. (Currently Amended) A method of treating valvular dysfunction of an in 
situ valve of a heart, said method comprising: 

providing a device having a member, a first anchor, and a second anchor; 
positioning the member at the in situ valve; 

positioning the first and second anchors outside the chambers of the heart; 
engaging a structure of the heart with the device; s el ect e d from th e group of a 

pap ill ary muscl e , chorda e t e nd i n e a e and valv e le af le t associat e d with th e i n situ va l v e - 

with a m e mb e r; 

tensioning said engaged structure into a tensioned state; and 

holding said structure in said tensioned state from a l ocation outs i d e sa i d h e art , 

wherein holding the structure in its tensioned state promotes closure of the in situ 

valve. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 26, wherein said tensioning 
occurs by r e tract i ng displacing said engaged structure. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein said member is 
passed through a wall of said heart from a location outside said heart. 
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29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein said holding 
occurs by anchoring said member to the surface of said heart. 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26, wherein said tensioning is 
adjusted from a location outside said heart. 

31-35. (Canceled) 

36. (Currently Amended) A method of treating a heart, said method 
comprising: 

providing a tensioning device comprising a prox i ma l first anchor, a distal second 
anchor, a third anchor connected to the first anchor, and an elongate member adapted 
to be engaged in tension between said first and second anchors, 

positioning and securing said dista l anchor first and second anchors adjacent 
said a heart wall outside the heart , 

positioning and securing said prox i ma l third anchor at an in situ valve, 

wherein tension is applied between said first and second anchors by said 
elongate member to promote closure of leaf l ets of tho in s i tu va l vo . 

37. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 36, wherein said elongate 
member is tightened after securing said first and second anchors. 
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38. (New) The method of claim 36, further comprising a second elongate 
member connecting the first anchor to the third anchor. 

39. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein the elongate member extends 
across a heart chamber. 

40. (New) The method of claim 36, further comprising the step of altering the 
geometry of a heart chamber. 

41 . (New) The method of claim 40, wherein the heart chamber is a left 
ventricle of a heart. 

42. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein said first, second, and third 
anchors include anchor pads. 

43. (New) The method of claim 36, wherein the second anchor is connected 
to the third anchor. 

44. (New) The method of claim 37, wherein the second anchor is connected 
to the third anchor by a third elongate member. 
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